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Lessons at Lackland 


Tunny, as all members will guess, hus been exceedingly busy during 
his tour in the United Slates, and will have much (we hope, good 
news) lo tell us on his return in April. He has been keeping a diary 
and we are happy to publish one incident in Texas from it here. 
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l In 7:04718, I was an innkeeper for some three years; and, 
having left my Infantry Brigade after a few months with the Buffs 
and Bedfords, spent onc or two nights in rather draughty farms 
with Heavy Gunners. I said goodbye to trenches in December, 
1g15, and very seldom dealt with them again. 

After all that, [ was in '21 promoted to a senior chaplaincy, 
but merely as a Territorial. In 1935, the War Office rejoicingly 
discovered I was fifty and promptly thanked me for my services 
and put me placidly on the Reserve. In 1939, Scottish Command 
smiled at a minister, aged 54, wishing to be employed. What 
an idea! 

All this was very much upon my conscience when | approached 
the War Office, in the autumn of 1947, with the faint hope of 
being allowed to visit any of the British Military Staff at 
Washington. But General Browning went out of his way to give 
me permits to see General Morris when I reached Washington, 
in a clean collar reserved for the occasion. 

Andrew Elphinstone*, however, took me to lunch—as if. I 
knew Balmoral, where he had been most privileged to meet 
General Eisenhower. His Sergeant met us at Washington 
Station and ferried us to a mysterious entrance, where a magic 

* A relative of H.M. the Queen, who went out to U.S.A. with Tubby. 


| SHOULD confess that I have never been much of a soldier. | 
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elevator took us directly to his room for lunch, the simplest meal 
I’ve had since I left home. It was the canteen lunch on a small 
scale, and nothing else. It lasted for ten minutes, and then we 
fell to talking of All Hallows. 

But something more occurred before we left that most yu 
of all edifices. Next to the Chief himself was General Eddy, t 
whom I had another introduction. He said he would a 
for me to see his own destined successor, General Omar Bradley, 
of whom Lord Gowrie wrote with deep regard. On Sunday 
afternoon, 1 found myself permitted to present myself to General 
Bradley at his home at Arlington, and it was all fixed up that, 
on my way whenever I could do so, I should be a veteran guest 
of the Chief Services Chaplain, Luther D. Miller, and his Army, 
Navy and Air Force Chaplains. Heartened by this, but teeling 
very ‘small, I started on a thousand miles southwest and quite 
expected to have been forgotten, when wires began to come from 
Chaplain Miller. So we left Houston, early in "48, for San 
Antonio, 1n a Shell car. Charles Bradshaw and myself found 
ourselves spending Sunday evening in the P Army Club- 
house, while our two mates of Shell and Toc H (Gibbs and 
Brittain) drove back all through the night. 


Lessons Given 


On Monday. we were mercifully punctual and reached 4 
vast hall with the Chief Fourth Army Chaplain (John Kelly), 
at nine-fifteen. I peeped into the hall and found it packed 
with some four thousand of the United States Air Force. This 
was Wing I. Up to that actual moment, I had not realized 
what to expect. I thought I was to watch a full parade. The 
General and his staff then turned to me! I was to give a lecture 
to Wing I! It was no use being caught unprepared; so I just 
said whatever came to me, after an all too courteous introduction. 

At 10.15, l stopped and sorted questions. Then I was told 
that I was fairly free till eleven o'clock, when Wing II would 
assemble. 1 should then lunch with and address all Chaplains 
until 2.30. Then, at half past three, I was to undertake the final 
lecture: this to Wing Ill of Lackland Air Base. I should have 
nothing much more on that day! 

Never was anything more overwhelming in my odd jobs than 
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this amazing opportunity of voicing London to three multitudes 
of men who came from every State, all being volunteers recently 
joined. To many hundreds, my pronunciation was strange and 
incorrect, but they forgave. They heard me with no small 
amount of patience and plainly wished to know of London’s 
needs. J profited by earlier mistakes, and the third lecture did 
not miss its goal. My voice held out, with verv little effort; and 
my good friend who worked the microphone turned it almost 
right off. That left me free. , 


Lessons Learnt 


During the next three days and nights in camp, I was a student, 
and ] learned a lot. No one could fail to sense the wholesome 
vigour and zest of spirit of this huge command. ‘Twenty-four 
thousand personnel in training under a staff of highly skilled 
instructors constitutes, in itself, a stirring scene. But the con- 
tiguous operating station, which has at least a thousand ‘ ships’ 
in being, parked in their avenues, mile after mile, rendered 
immune from weather when kept grounded, baffles description 
in a diary note. Turbulent nations ought to visit Lackland, 
before they think ideals of peace and justice and liberal principle 
now go unarmed. Never have I seen Peace so strongly guarded. 


PEC. 


We have received copies of two letters which followed Tubby’s visit 
to Lackland Air Base. In one Majer General Robert W. Douglass, 
Commanding the Base, reports to the British Ambassador in Washing- 
ton on Tubby’s visit, with appreciation of his “three lectures on the 
day of his appearance to more than 15,000 Officers and Airmen of the 
Umted States Air Force". In the other, the Chaplain to the Base, 
Rev. Leroy R. Priest, in whose home ‘Tubby enjoyed hospitality, 
writes to thank him: “What a blessing your visit brought to the 
thousands of young airmen stationed here! Your impression upon the 
thought and lives of our Chaplains, both Catholic and Protestant, will 
be a lasting one. We will seek to forward your worthy cause in every 
possible way. You gave yourself and your services unstintingly during 
your brief visit, and you and your work will not go unrewarded.” 
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This interesting account of the activilies of. Young 
Farmers’ Clubs has been received. from Mr. 
W.A. Joses, the Chief Liaison Officer of the National 
Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs, and finds a 
welcome place in our review or today's plans of the 
main Youth Organisations 


Forward March—V. 


National Federation of Young 


Farmers’ Clubs 


HE spontaneous growth of Young Farmers’ Clubs in the 
| countryside has increased the membership of the organisation 
fourfold since 1939. The total membership is now sixty thousand 
County Federations have increased from twenty-two to fitty- -five, 
and they have greater financial and organising responsibilities. 
Most of the County Federations have an Organising Secretary. 
who is in close touch with individual clubs, while the National 
Federation has a Liaison Officer in each of eight areas of from 
six to ten counties. 

The drive for increased production from the land during and 
after the war has stimulated the formation of Young Farmers 
Clubs, and has enabled them to play an active part in the rural 
community, Through the medium of his club the young farmer 
is in contact with the scientist and agricultural adviser. The club 
member brings soil samples for the agricultural chemist to 
analyse. insect pests for the entomologist to identify, crop 
failures for the expert to solve. Advice sought by the young is 
freely given by the experienced. Members, make use of their 
additional knowledge in carrying out simple trials under 
practical conditions. This ensures the intelligent application ol 
the knowledge gained and should eventually lead to a real under- 
standing of modern methods of production. Many of the club 
members of today will be producers of wheat, milk, bacon and 
eggs in a few years’ time, and their ability to do their job well 
will affect town and country dwellers alike. 
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Young Farmers dielviny the internal combustion engine. 


Agricultural machinery is receiving considerable attention. 
Fractors. binders, balers and combine harvesters are studied. 
handled, repaired and thoroughly mastered. The future workers 
on the land appreciate to the full the importance of mechanisa- 
uon. 

The vocational and technical side is. however, balanced by a 
variety of activities of a more general cultural nature. Y.F. 
Clubs hold inter-club debates, concerts, dramas, games nights, 
and, in Wales, Eisteddfodau. Cricket, Rugby, and Soccer are 
also within thcir scope. 

Projects involving collective effort by members are popular 
ind the National Federation holds competitions such as village 
surveys, cow herds surveys and farm planning, all of which 
enable members of an entire club to participate and make con 
tributions to the club effort. Members discuss the problem. 
collect and assimilate the data, exchange views, compromise and 
draw conclusions, Clearer thinking and greater adaptability of 
mind result, and this should help the individual to face an ever- 
changing world with some degree of confidence. 
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Marketing, trading and other organisations are given attention, 
and clubs often invite representatives of the National Farmers 
Union, the National Union of Agricultural Workers, the Milk 
Marketing Board and Agricultural Co-operative Societies, to 
explain the meaning and the work of their respective bodies. 
Similarly, adult. rural organisations invite Y.F.C. members on 
occasions to attend their own meetings. This provides a real and 
useful contact with organisations which the young member may 
join later in life. 

Some adult organisations have already found that the ex-Y.F.C. 
member makes a useful member of their own bodies, due to the 
training he has already received in his club. This is understand- 
able as each Y.F. Club is a democratic self-governing unit. The 
programme is drawn up by the members, who are encouraged 
to run their club and manage their own affairs efficiently. 
Courses are held for Club Officers and separate ones for Club 
Leaders, to give them useful instruction and advice in carrying 
out their various duties. During the last eighteen months, the 
work of consolidation following previous rapid expansion is 
beginning to bear fruit, and clubs are run more efficiently and 
programmes are more comprehensive and better. balanced. 

The set-up of the movement has undergone change in 
favour of full democratic control. The Executive Committee of 
cach County Federation is made up of elected representatives 
from each club in the area, together with a few co-opted mem: 
bers. This body administers the affairs of the clubs within the 
county. Similarly the Executive Council of the National Federa- 
tion is made up of clected representatives from County 
Federations, together with a few co-opted members. Experience 
in democratic government is therefore gained by members not 
only within the club but also at higher levels. The future of the 
organisation is in the hands of the members, all of whom are 
under twenty-five years of age, and they shoulder their 
responsibilities with determination. 

Although Young Farmers’ Clubs arc distinctive, the members 
are anxious to have interchange of views with young people of 
the industrial areas, towns and cities. A few joint meetings and 
conferences of this kind have already been held; more will 
undoubtedly follow. The closer the link and the greater the 
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Young Farmers try out modern methods of bacon-curing 


understanding between town and country people, the better for 
both. Members of Young Farmers’ Clubs realise that “the final 
crop of any land is the people—and the spirit of the people "'. 

A feature which is now receiving considerable attention is 
interchange of visits between club members in different counties 
and between young farmers of this country and young farmers 
of countries overseas. Two hundred British young farmers have 
visited France during the last two years, and a similar number 
of French young farmers have been entertained in England and 
Wales. Interchange of visits has also taken place with Holland, 
Denmark and Sweden. Six British young farmers have only 
just returned from America, where they attended the National 
Convention of the Future Farmers of America and made a 
month’s tour of the States. 

The movement is in close touch with the Colonies. A course 
has been held for students from the Colonies to give them an 
insight into rural community life in this country and the way in 
which the Young Farmers’ Club provides a training-ground for 
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the voung people. A request has been received for a further 
course of this kind, and a Young Farmers’ Club has already 
indicated. readiness to provide accommodation and facilities for 
up to thirty students for ten days. 

The contacts the movement has with similar organisations 
overseas have greatly strengthened, and there has been consolida- 
tion and intensification of the work of the movement internally. 
The growing member, who is interested in cultivating the mind 
as well as in cultivating the land. receives training in thinking 
clearly, in tackling problems, in co-operative work and in selt- 
government. The results are encouraging. Members leaving 
the movement at twenty-five years of age arc better equipped for 
a full and useful life in the rural community of the future. 


W. A. Jones. 
Pilgrimages to Poperinghe 


ALBOT HOUSE, Poperinghe, the birthplace of Toc H in the 

! first World War, wonderfully preserved through the second, 
has been waiting long years for the pilgrims who could not get 
there. Since it was overcrowded. in the winter of 1944. with 
the troops who liberated Belgium, only an occasional visitor and 
one or two small parties have crossed its hospitable threshold. 
The old furniture is long since in place again and much-needed 
repairs have been done; even the garden returns to its former 
beauty. Only guests are lacking to bring back its vigorous old 
life week by weck, and at last the way seems to be opening for 
them. Then, surely, former pilgrims will want to renew their 
delight in the Old House and fresh ones to taste a new experience. 

A further statement from the Government on the han on 
foreign travel is expected this month, and it is possible that from 
May 1 it will be sufficiently lifted for our purpose. The night 
service of boats between Dover and Dunkirk, our best route. 
has just been restored, but the cost of pilgrimage has, as was 
expected, considerably risen: it will now cost about £8, inclu- 
sive, for a weekend. 

Meanwhile arrangements are going forward, and, as soon as 
we know whether Belgium is to be one of the countries to which 
the way is open, full details will be announced and bookings for 
pilgrimages will be accepted. 
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Toc H in the Holy Land 


S the last act of British administration in the long- drawn 

tragedy of Palestine is plaved out, Toc H still has its place 

on the stage. The January number of Soldier, the British Army 
Magazine, thus pictures the scene and our leading actor :— 


“In the Arab quarter of Jerusalem, by the Jaffa Gate, a piano sounds 
in the darkness. Sometimes it plays Beethoven, sometimes a senti- 
mental ballad or a popular chorus that is taken up by an extempore 
male-voice choir. 


“It may go on for hours, and to the initiated it means that ' Uncle 
Arthur’ is entertaining the boys in Jerusalem’s Talbot House. ‘ Uncle 
Arthur’, a frail-looking 6 ft. 2 ins., dignified in speech, immaculate 
im turnout, smoking cigarettes through a long holder, is Arthur W. 
Servante, M.B.E., Toc H Commissioner in Palestine. 


“ His visitors are troops from outlying stations who visit Toc H for 
refreshments and guides, or to eat and relax, when security is "green'; 
they are Jerusalem’s resident garrison, who drop in of an evening for 
debates and quizzes, an hour with a book or a tune or two; and after 
midnight they are policemen or soldiers just off patrol or guard. 
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“ If the troops cannot visit him, Uncle Arthur will go out to them, 
to the soldier’s isolated posts and the lonely Taggart forts of the police. 
"Uncle Arthur has had a wealth of experience of taking Toc H to fight- 
ing men... He was a comparatively 
new boy in the movement. Early in 
life he had heen a sheep-farmer in 
Australia, World War One saw him 
wearing the Digger's slouch hat, but 
he was early invalided out. Joining 
the Colonial Service, lie found his way 
to Tonga, the only remaining inde- 
pendent monarchy in the Pacific, 
where he spent 17 happy years 
educating the natives. He tutored 
the sons of Queen Salote, that 
6ft. 3in. outsize in monarchs who has 
ruled for the past 29 vears; he 
prepared the official Tonga Grammar; 
he harmonized the Tonga National 
Anthem, aud was the first to play it 
for the B.B.C. in 1942. 
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“Soon after that Arthur applied for war-work and became assistant 
warden of the Black Swan (better known to Servicemen ns the 
‘Mooky Dook’), the Toc H Club at York. Followed a spell at 
Maison Blanche, by the limpid waters of the Bay of Algiers; then, in 
November, 1943, came transfer to S.E.A.C, . . ." 


The story of Elephant Point on the Bay of Bengal, Maungdaw 
in the Arakan and Arthur Servante’s trek with the 25th Indian 
Division through the Burma jungle, which follows. is already 
known to our war-time readers. 


A Letter Home 


‘Thus far Peter Lovegrove in Soldier: now for Arthur 
Servante's own picture of the job in Palestine, in a letter to our 


FLQ. in January :— 


“Things in Palestine are going from bad to worse. Thank 
goodness our Toc H building is still intact. Our rooms are full 
all day of troops and police. Weather is cold, and we have a 
roaring fire in the lounge. 

Many men arrive at Toc H a bit shaken and subdued after 
their duty patrol and the rather dreadful sights they are often 
called upon to witness. In Jerusalem itself, bombings, shootings, 
burnings. open murders and local battles are going on throughout 
the day and night. It can be truly said that in Jerusalem our British 
Police are ^ wonderful’. They at all times exhibit great courage 
and patience in the face of much ingratitude and calumny from 
both Jews and 
Arabs. Many Bri- 
tish soldiers and 
police have been 
killed or wounded 
in attempts to prce- 
vent rival mobs 
from murdering 
each other. The 
authorities are do- 
ing their best to 
prevent the oppos- 
ing sides from get- 
Jewish shops burning opposite Toc H Club ting at each other's 
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throats, but this has become increasingly difficult; it is now 
almost impossible to stop the shootings and mass murders. 


"Law and order, as we understand it, no longer exists in 
Palestine. The Haganah (still nominally an illegal force) has 
much military equipment, grenades, rifles and ammunition. The 
Arabs have little general equipment, but are armed with guns 
of various types and with daggers. Road blocks are all over 
the place in Jerusalem, and Arab ‘security men’ challenge all 
vehicles and pedestrians bound for the Old City. Any Jews 
passing this way arc killed if possible. 

“Jews, on their part, have very effective bombs and hand 
grenades, and these are thrown, or attempted to be thrown, 
wherever Arabs congregate; cars or taxis are used for this pur- 
pose, so we can hardly blame the Arabs for taking strict pre- 
cautions. Last Sunday morning a Jewish taxi broke through 
and its occupants hurled two bombs outside the Damascus Gate, 
causing many deaths. Most of the casualties (all Arabs) were 
brought to the Government hospital, next door to our Toc H; 
two children, a boy and a girl, were among the dead. Reprisals 
follow reprisals, and so it goes on. The whole business is most 
pathetic . ... 


“ We had an unpleasant experience this morning, driving down 
to Christ Church in the Austin. Two bombs were thrown at 
a Jewish car just as our Austin was approaching. Our mud- 
guard, radiator and 
windscreen were 
damaged, a tyre 
punctured and two 
nasty gashes in the 
petrol tank. The 
car managed to 
speed-up to the 
Jaffa Gate, but of 
course all the pet- 
rol had now gone. 
After the service an 
Army lorry towed 
us home, and all The ‘Rex’ Cinema ‘tired during an Arab sirike 
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per a was well. The Aus- 
lin is not seriously 
damaged, and for- 
tunately we have 
the 15 cwt. truck. 
and this took home 
at five o'clock. the 
women members of 
the staff. I always 
send the women- 
folk away before 
darkness sets in... 


Wedding Interlude 

'* | should like to tell you of two specially happy occasions at 
Toc H. The first—the Roval Marriage on 20th November. By 
the generosity of military and police units, the Club was gaily 
decorated with flags, Ce and some lovely flowers. were 
presented to us, Eats and drinks" were ‘on the house " trom 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. During the morning the R.A.F. Signals pro 
vided music, and at supper time (5-8 p.m.) a string bi ind gave us 
their services. It was all very jolly, and everyone forgot for the 
time being all the troubles outside and joined in affectionate 
remembrance of Princess Elizabeth and- her happy wedding 
day. From T pan. to: 3 qam “local “ume (rr aim. ite 
1 p.m. in London) three radios in the Club and one in the War- 
den's room tuned-in 


to the BBC. Fhe | = US or- 3 
reception. was per- L id * g 
fect. Many of the -— 


men present had 
tears an their eves 
during the beautiful 
Abbey service...” 

Arthur. had al 
ready sent a tele 
gram of good 
wishes from the 
Club to the Prin 


cess. and during Abrene tact 
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Canteen 


Our Christmas dinner was a great success ” 


supper that evening received a telegram of thanks in reply. It 
was greeted with "loud and prolonged applause " by the men 
present. 

Merry Christmas 

“The second ‘big’ occasion was Christmas Day.” On the 
previous Tuesday we drove to a forest and cut down a finc 
cypress tree for the lounge and a small pine tree for the canteen. 
C.LD. men and A.T.S. girls worked all day on Christmas Eve in 
dressing the trees and decorating the whole Club—and incident- 
ally thoroughly enjoying themselves. We placed coloured lights 
on both trees and a large Bethlehem star on the top of thc large 
tree in thelounge. Just before midnight everything was finished. 
and Toc H looked ' real Christmassy ’. 

On Christmas morning our Toc H truck went to Bethlehem 
and brought the children from the Blind School to Christ Church 
for the service. The singing of the Christmas hymns by these 
children was most inspiring. Afterwards we drove them to 
Toc H where members of our Toc H group entertained the girls 
to tea and Christmas cake, Totally blind but very happy. the 
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children sang carols to the troops and police in the Club, and 
before leaving were given sweets and a large Christmas cake— 
these subscribed for and presented by our group members. 

“Our Christmas dinner was a great success” (he encloses the 
ample menu, printed in gold)... “Later in the afternoon 
our staff of twelve (eleven Arabs and one Armenian) had their 
own dinner; tables were prepared in exactly the same manner 
and the same menu ‘gone through’; members of our group 
acted as hosts and waiters. Owing to reasons of security our 
evening programme was abandoned. 

“ Christmas Eve in Bethlehem was surely a mockery of Peace 
and Goodwill. Hundreds of troops and police, each armed with 
sten gun, rifle or revolver, swarmed inside and outside the Church 
of the Nativity. Military and police guarded all approaches to 
the ‘little town of Bethlehem '—which would have appeared 
in incongruous sight to the original shepherds, had it been 
xossible for them to behold the scene . . ." 


Aid for the Children 


The Lord Mayor of London's Uniten Nations APPEAL FOR 
CurtpnEN. was launched in January. In a message to the 
meeting at the Mansion House, the Foreign Secretary said: 
“ The United Nations Appeal for Children has come into being 
because the United Nations realized that great suffering among 
children in war-devastated countries would follow when 
UNRRA relief came to an end, and there grew the conception 
of a united effort by all peoples throughout the world to help 
those millions of children and adolescents, whatever their race. 
religion or political beliefs, who, because of the dispersal of 
populations and the economic distresses resulting from the recent 
war, are in urgent need of food, clothing and medical care.” 
The Lord Mayor has asked all Lord Mayors, Lord Provosts, 
Mayors, Provosts and Chairmen of Urban and Rural District 
Councils to form local committees to organize the appeal and 
collect funds. Toc H is represented on the Lord Mayor of 
London’s Council by G. J. Morley Jacob, Deputy Chairman of 
the Central Executive, and is one of the voluntary organizations 
whose co-operation is sought on the local committees. 
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Rural Reading 


This article tells how the country-dweller gets his books through 
the help of local volunteer librarians. For ils writing we are indebted 
to Miss Orca S. Newnan, Regional Officer, West Riding County 
Library, 

An imposing building, with a pillared portico, an echoing 
mosiac-floored entrance hall, a wicket gate admitting the 
privileged to shelves upon shelves of books, extensive catalogues, 
and stafl specially trained and appointed to act as guides to the 
general public. Is this your idea of a public library? Perhaps 
it is, but for many thousands of people their library is the village 
school transformed for one hour a week. Books, perhaps a 
hundred or so, are housed in boxes. Or maybe the library is 
held in the Village Institute, where the books are kept in a 
small wall cupboard. In buildings like these, the local librarian 
receives and issues books on the teacher’s desk, or on the corner 
of the Institute billiard table. Lighting is often by oil lamp, and 
the readers come to the library equipped with electric torches by 
means of which they illuminate the titles of the books available 


for loan. 
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The public library service in rural areas is administered by 
the County Education Committee, and for the population served 
the library bookstock may be equal in quantity and quality to 
that provided bv an urban authority serving a similar number of 
pcople. But, in a county, instead of the books being housed in 
one great Central library and perhaps half a dozen suburban 
Branch Libraries, they are scattered over a wide area—a hundred 
in this hamlet, three hundred in the next village, a thousand in 
another village, and so on. with a central pool of books at the 
Headquarters of the library system in the County town. 

In the city it is the library staff who weld the collection of 
hooks in the building into a library service capable of serving the 
needs of the community. The stall, qualified by vears of study- 
ing for specialist examinations, arrange the books so that the 
public can use them in the casiest possible way, make the 
catalogue, select the bookstock and are generally responsible for 
seeing that the service is a living entity. Although trained and 

jualified staff are gradually being appointed to library work in 
ural areas. as vet such staff are usually only found tn the County 

“brary Headquarters and in the larger centres of population like 
the market towns. 

In the country, as in the town, the public library depends on 
the quality of the staff before it can be made into a real service 
to the public. And let there be no mistake about it, to transform 
a collection of books in a country village into a vital part of a 
living library service is no easy task. The village librarian is 
always a volunteer, and is usually one who has a full-time job 
to do in the day-time. Once or twice a week he will go down 
to the building where the library is held. Let us say this is the 
village school,—one large classroom, heated by a coke stove, and 
lit by two hanging oil lamps. 

Before each library session the librarian will open the boxes 
of books, and spread the books along the tops of the children’s 
desks. All the children’s books will be put in one place, the 
novels in another, and the more solid non fiction books in a 
third place. The little tray, in which are kept the records of 
readers and the books on Joan to them, will be taken and put on 
a desk strategically placed between the door and the stove. Here 
the librarian seats himself and waits for custom. 
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A book cxiulition held by tre Nottinghamshire County Council i l 

First came the children, tumbling over one another to hand in | 

their books, and to have first choice of more. Then come older | 
members of the community, and after about half an hour the 1 
library session can be said to be in full swing. Near the i 
lbraran’s desk is a small group of waiting women, watching 
for books, recommended by friends and neighbours during the 


|i 
| 
i 
nu 
week, to be returned. Over in a corner to the left two men arc ! d I 
discussing an idea in the latest book on post-war Europe, whilst i l 
in the corner by the stove, one farmer is telling another just d i 
where a certain amateur farmer who has written a book on his $ ii 
experiences, went wrong in his practice. The local Young AN 
Farmers’ Club secretary comes asking for books on grass-drying AN | 
methods to be sent to him by post urgently. A member of the i ji 1 
W.E.A. class on local historv wants to know whether a particular Bn | j 
book, ordered last week, has arrived yet. Several girls choosing B i 
books for themselves, and their parents, and chatting animatedly EI 
at the same time with various local youths engaged in picking i | | 
books for themselves alone. | § | 
The librarian leaves his desk every now and then to choose a ] 1 ijj; 
book for some one unable to sec the titles casily—“glasses left at | | Wh 
home" is the usual excuse. He knows all his customers and has j | 
a word on the weather, their health, the books read, or some i i 
special topic, with every one. The “ Silence ” notices of the city i i 
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library are not found here. “Library night" is one of the 
village's social events, and in a village with a living library 


service up to 75 per cent. of the people may be expected to use 
the library. 


To the local librarian falls the task of convincing readers 
that. whilst the village may only have a couple of hundred books 
sent out every three months, the selection may be composed of 
just the two hundred books, out of the several hundred thousand 
the library system contains, which the village people necd. 
Readers must be persuaded to ask for what they want, and hav- 
ing asked, it is the local librarian who must pass the requests 
forward to the library headquarters and see that the requests arc 
met. He is the interpreter of the village's needs, and as an 
interpreter he must be a man of wide sympathies, well read, and 
able to help those readers who want to broaden their mental 
horizon and to enjoy something more than a “ nice love story " 
ir a" good cowboy ". 

Volunteers for work in the village libraries are not too plentiful. 
It has sometimes happened that when a village librarian resigns, 
the library service jm because no successor can be found. If 
your village has no library service, and you would like it to have 
one, why not volunteer to act as librarian? Write to, your County 
Librarian, who can usually be found at the County Hall, for 
details of the work entailed. 


O. S. NEWMAN 


Lions and Legs 


If Christianity makes a man happy while his arms and legs 
ure being eaten by a lion, might it not make me happy while 
my legs are still attached to me, and walking down the street? 


G. K. CHESTERTON. 


Editorial Aside 


The letter on " Membership Subscriptions " in the February 
issue was written by James W. CrtrrEe, a member of the West 
Yorkshire Area Executive. 
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“With proud thanksgiving ... 


We will remember them”. 


The Elder Brethren 


Autiss—On December 27, W. J. ALLIss, aged 85. a member 
ol Henfield Branch. Elected 25.4.'36. 

Brycr.—On January 24, ALBERT A. Bryce, aged 37, à member 
of Llandudno Branch. Elected 4.4.°46. 

Crety.—On January 5, Jonn Epwin Ceety, aged 65, a member 
of Downe Branch. Elected 17.1.'46. 

Havs.—On January 24, Sir MansHaLr, Hays, J.P., aged 75, a 
member of Hammersmith Branch. Elected July, 1924. 

Lre.—On January 7, Ernest Ler, a member of Dartford 
Branch. Elected 6.7.'33. 

McDowaLb.—On November 24, [an McDoNarp, a member of 
Ladbroke and Southam Branch. Elected 6.11.46. 

Preepy.—On January 27. Lieut.-Col. Frank Preepy, late 
chairman of Spetisbury Branch. Elected 1.5.38. 

Rtrey.—On December 10, Epwarp Georce Rirgv, a member 
of Small Heath Branch. Elected 16.10.35. 

RomiNs.—On February 3, the Rev. Percy Donatp Rowins. 
Vicar of St. George's Church, Leeds, and previously a member 
of Croydon Branch. 

SMITHETT. —On December 1, the Rev. Francis Luxe SMITHETT, 
M.A., aged 71, a founder member of Great Budworth group. 
Elected 26.3.'26. 

Tayror.—On January 29, C. H. Taylor, a member of 
Carisbrooke Branch. Elected 21.6.42. 

Taytor.—On January 13, Sipney J. Taylor, aged 62, a 
member of Wells Branch. Elected 9.10.’43. 

Var.—On January 20, in Nairobi, Kenya, WirLIAM VaL, 
aged 54, Secretary of Nairobi Branch. Elected r.11.*29. 
WiLriaMsoN.—On December 27, Harry Epwarp WILLIAMSON, 
"œ a member of Ardwick group. Elected 8.3.38. 
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An Outstanding Display 


WE are glad to be able to reproduce in these pages pictuics 

, of two outstanding Displays now being used in the 
Western Area. Both are the work of a member of Portishead 
Branch and were designed to meet demands for suitable display 
material for use in helping to spread knowledge of Toe H, 
through shop windows, at District Guest Nights, and so on. To 
present Toc H to a wider public by visual methods is no casy 
matter, and the skill with which these casily portable Displays 
have heen prepared is of a high order. 

The Display featured above is designed to take a Lamp of 
Maintenance set on a centre stand, and held in position at the 
back by a butterfly-nut. The perspex ‘flame’ and ‘halo’ are 
complete in themselves, and the whole Display made of three- 
ply wood has been stained and varnished; the stain being light 
in shade immediately behind the Lamp, and darkening towards 
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the outer edges of the panel. The effect of ravs of light coming 
from the ^ fame ` is obtained by strands of cotton threaded from 
the * halo’ to the name-plates on the left and right hand panels. 

Unfortunately the photograph does not clearly show the 
Four Points of the Compass, effectively painted in red Roman 
letters above and below the two maps, nor the illuminated letter- 
ing (not over-coloured), on the three cards, giving the Toc H 
Prayer, the Objects of Toc H and the story of the Lamp. 

The second Display bears the lettering * Toc H ° and the Lamp 
both painted black on a yellow background. The smaller panels, 
on which photographs have been mounted, can be removed or 
reversed at will, thus enabling the Display to be given a more 
local appeal. Room is provided, by opening out the wing panels, 
tor exhibiting a selection of Toc H literature, or possibly a map 
of the District or Town showing where Toc H Branches are to 
be found. 


Western Area are to be congratulated on the production of a 
fine picce of display-work, and while they are willing to share 
its usefulness with others beyond their boundaries, it is hoped 
that other Areas will also be induced to contrive Displays of 


their own. 
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Multum in Parvo 


_ € W. J. Lake Laxe (“ Lako ”) who during the past year has 

` been Chief Hon. Overseas Commissioner, has relinquished the 
post now that Howanp Dunnett is covering much of this work 
as Overseas Secretary. The Central Executive are most grateful 
to “ Lako” for his continued services and are glad to announce 
that he has consented to accept appointment as Hon. Overseas 
Commissioner for South America. Another recent appointment 
which is welcomed is that of Sir Ronan Cross as Hon. Overseas 
Commissioner for the Colonies. 
Y Padre Bertram Carver has left the Notts. and Derbys. Area 
and now holds the “ Hull " (Carver) Chaplaincy as East York- 
shire Area Padre. 
Y Jimy anp Mrs. ALLEN left Malta in January after over five 
years’ work for the Services. Their places have been taken by 
Bex ann Mrs. Mires from the B.A.O.R. Staff in Germany. 
"f The Central Executive have invited four representatives of 
every Area and Divisional Executive to meet them at CENTRAL 
CoNrERENCES for a week-end in May at Haywards Heath, Sussex. 
and in June at Harrogate, Yorkshire. 
** During February and March, Area and Divisional Treasurers 
and Chairmen of Finance Committees are meeting the Chief 
Accountant, Jack Harrison, at TREASURERS’ CONFERENCES in 
Leeds, Birmingham and London. 
X The period suggested to Branches this year for their SELF- 
DENIAL OR THANKSGIVING WEEK is between May 1 and g. (See 
"'The Family Purse" on p. 106.) 
% Toc H will be the subject of the Wrrk's Goon Cause appeal to 
be broadcast on the B.B.C. Home Service programme on Sunday, 
June 27. Members everywhere are asked to tell their friends. 
X Toc H members will be manning a Rest Tent by day for 
visitors and by night for the herdsmen on duty at the Roya. 
AGRICULTURAL Siiow IN York from July 6 to 9. Members going 

' to the Royal Show this year are asked to communicate with 
Colin Stévenson, Brotherton House, N. Grange Rd., Leeds, 6. 
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| % A Masonic Lopce has been formed recently in London 
primarily for Freemasons now or formerly associated with work 
for the well-being of young people. Its formation had the 
i approval and support of the Founder-Padre of Toc H. Any 
| member of Toc H who is a Freemason and would like to visit 
the Lodge or to have further particulars about it is invited to 
! write to Sir Archibald Campbell, Flowers Court, Pangbourne, 
Reading, Berks. 

"5 Hupert Secretan’s book " THe Roan Anean ” (published by 
Toc H, 3s 6d.) is selling steadily and some good reviews of it have 
been printed. When ordering. it will help to avoid delay if book- 
sellers are aware that Messrs. Simpkin Marshall, BT M of 
London, are the distributors to the trade. Copies are also ace 
| able in Area Offices and at Headquarters. 


Concerning Festivals 


“ Festivals are ordayned to serve God onlie”, says the old phrase, 
tt the same lime they can serve men, as Toc H discovercd long ago. 
They have meant to us more than fun and fellowship; they have 
inspired us to better work and worship. After the long lack of the 
war years, our movement has returned to this good habit. Here are 
some forthcoming events: 


Arrit 3: The Yorkshire Area Festival at Leeds. Men only. 
Service, Oxford Place Chapel, 3.15 p.m. Festival Guest-night, 
Albert Hall, 6 Pu Details from Maurice Beevers, Ashfield, 
Grove Road, Leeds, 6 

APRIL 24/25: The Lincolnshire Area Rally at Skegness. Men 
only. Service of Re-dedication, St. Matthew’s Church. At the 
K M.C.A. Holiday Centre, Grosvenor Road. Details from Padre 
l . F. W. McPherson, 37, Clasketgate, Lincoln. 

"e 29: The North-Western Festival at Preston. (North- 
Western, Manchester and Lakeland Areas.) Toc H. and 
Women’s Section. Service in Parish Church, 3 p.m. Guest-night 
| in Public Hall, 6.15 p.m. Details from J. McClenahan, 
| Gladstone House, Toc H, 62, Rodney Street, Liverpool, 1. _ 
| Juse 5/6: The Norfolk Festival at Norwich. Toc H and 
Women's Section. Service in Cathedral, 4 p.m.  Guest-night. 
| Communion and Family Gathering. Details from S. Waller. 
| 59, Wymer Street, Norwich. 


| 104 ‘tm am 


Just 12: The Northern Area Rally at Durham. Toc H and 
Women’s Section. Details from j. W. Maddock, Room 20. 
104, Grainger Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

June 13: The Surrey and Sussex Arca Festival at Farnham 
Castle, Surrey. Toc H and Women’s Section. Service at 2 p.m. 
Details from Jack Davies, 47, Francis Street, S.W.1. 

November 6-7: The Notts. and Derbys. Arca Week-end at 
Swanwick. Details from Keith Bestwick, 1584, Nottingham 
Road, Eastwood. Notts. 

These are some of the Area Festivals so far planned for this 
year. Two others on a national scale can now be announced. 
Both will be in London: the first on Octoner 30, the Toc H 
(Women’s Section) Festival; the second, of necessity, for Toc H 
members only. This will be the first since the critical days of 
December, 1938, and will be held on the thirty-third birthday 
of Toc H, Decemper 11-12. The conditions of its planning by 
way of accommodation and catering cannot admit of its being 
thrown open to all the men who would wish to attend so great à 
re-union. An assurance can be given, however, that every Branch 
in Great Britain and Ireland will be invited to send representa- 
tives. Any overseas members likely to be in England at that time 
are asked now to notify their future addresses to the Festival 
Secretary at Headquarters. 


The Family Purse—VI. 


INCE my preliminary report in the January Journat on the 

Accounts for the year ended 31st October, 1947, the Central 
Executive has decided that a Reserve at the rate of £2,000 a year 
should be made to cover our undertaking to finance the rebuilding 
of the North Aisle of All Hallows; the first instalment of this 
Reserve has been charged in the past year’s Accounts, increasing 
the excess of ordinary expenditure aver ordinary income for the 
vear to £15,989. 
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During the year just ended Toc H (Women's Section) 
Branches have actively assisted Toc H in raising money bv 
various means, and I should like to express on behalf of us all 
our appreciation of this valuable help. In accordance with 
previous agreement the whole of the income so raised has been 
credited in the Toc H Accounts, and in consequence the 
Accounts of Toc H (Women's Section) do not show the results 
of the work their members have undertaken in this way on 
behalf of the Family. 

It has been agreed by the two Central Executives that a fairer 
presentation of accounts will be made possible if the income 
from all joint efforts is in future divided equally at its source 
and separate contributions made to Toc H and Toc H (Women's 
Section). Will you please make a careful note of this important 
decision which applies to all Units and Areas in the U.K. 


Target for this Year 


The Central Executive has set an income target of £60,000 for 
the year, and every possible step is being taken to try to keep 
expenditure also within this figure. The income for the three 
months ended 31st January, 1948, totalled £9,063, which is nearly 
£6,000 short of the quarter's target of £15,000. 

Comparative figures of income received during the quarters 
ended 31st January, 1947 and 1948, are set out below. 


3 months ended 81st January 


1947 1948 
M. £ £ 

Membership Subscriptions 1,807 1,679 
Unit Coutributions . 4,556 1,822 
Builders’ Subscriptions - 2,555 2,328 
Donations . . . e 2,049 814 
Other income 2 2,701 2,420 
£13,668 £9,063 


The Central Executive suggests that those Branches intending 
to take part in a Self-Denial or Thanksgiving Week should do 
so during the first week in May next. It is felt that the whole 
Family would be strengthened if all our members made their 
Thanksgiving at the same time. Will you please make a note 
of the date. J.H. 
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The Stranger within the Gates 


"THE German prisoner of war, in his brown or grey battledress 

l and peaked cap, is a familiar sight now as he walks the 
streets of our towns or cycles in our country lanes. Thus far 
he takes his liberty, but often he does not look as if he were 
enjoying it. For his thoughts are with his folks at home, 
perhaps a sick mother or a girl he waits to marry or a five-year-old 
child he has never seen. ‘The letters he receives from them tell 
of hardship and loneliness and problems awaiting his help; they 
picture desolation and shortage the extent of which he cannot 
realise to the full until he is given the chance to share them. 
And his chance is so long coming. Thousands of his comrades 
are repatriated month by month, but many thousands still bide 
their turn in this country, and in the North African desert many 
thousands morc, their existence almost forgotten, rot away in 
"sand-happiness ". — It is now nearer three vears than two since 
the war ended, and the public conscience grows more and morc 
uneasy about the retention of this reservoir of cheap labour in 
our midst, In a recent cartoon in Punch, Mr. Punch and the 
Prime Minister, leaning on a farm gate together, survey a 
German prisoner bowed disconsolately over his spade in an 
English field: ©“ Send him home, Mr. Atlee’, says Mr. Punch, 
who now, as so often, is the discerning spokesman of a great 
many of his fellow-countrymen. 

Meanwhile a growing number of British people. themselves 
lovers of liberty and quick to mark what seems to them less than 
justice, have taken the matter into their own hands so far as 
they can. Toc H has not been slow to take its share, sometimes 
to give a lead to their neighbours. From units and members 
all over the country comes news of what they are trying to do 
for P.o.W. At many a Branch meeting or District guest-night, 
the presence of men in brown battledress, in twos and threes, 
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| Problem. of ckess—amd. of German Youli-an the Bediord Toc H Club for POM 
(Photo Bedfordshire Times) 


no longer surprises us; one Area Festival lust year w elcomed : 
whole bus-load at a c: Meded service and a town-hall guest- D 

In other cases the unit regularly visits a prison camp and holds 
a meeting there now and then. 

Several Branches have found it possible to open their rooms 
at the week-end, with a member or two on duty. for all 
prisoners who like to come in their free time to sit by the fire, 
play the piano, read, play games or chat to their Too H hosts. 
Food, under rationing may Phe too difficult, but a cup of ^ char’ 
can usually be managed. In. Wimborne, for instance, where 
this has been done por a long time, sixty guests on a Sunday 
would not be unusual and some of them are now close friends 
of the Branch. 

To take another case. just off the main road in Peterborough 
every Saturday and Sunday afternoon from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. there 
hangs a sign, painted by.P.0.W.s in-one of the nearby camps 
which reads Clubhaus für: Deutsche. Members from the units 
in the District and the Free Church Council arrive to take part 
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in games of darts, chess and cards with their German guests and 
usually manage to provide a cup of coffee. German newspapers 
are received from various sources and current English dailies, as 
well as Sunday newspapers are always provided; the Y.M.C.A. 
has generously supplied a library of German books. Germans 
from cight different camps have already heen welcomed, and 
one Toc H member has provided a large map of Germany 
which, together with pre-war guide books and postcards, enable: 
the visitors to pick out and chat about their home towns. A 
visitors’ book is kept which helps relatives and friends to trace 
each other; two brothers, who were stationed in separate camps 
many miles apart, were thus able to mect again. 


Many other units in that Area have linked up with P.o.W.s 
and there is rarely a guest-night when some of them aren't therc. 
Coalville, for instance, is: very proud of its portrait in oils ol 
Tubby, which was painted-— -from a photograph—by onc of them 
and presented to the Branch as a token of the friendship he and 
his friends share. A small country unit was presented with 4 
ship in a bottle to help raise funds at a Bring and Buy Sale. 
There has been quite a demand for E German dictionaries 
by members and their wives. to help them keep the conversation 
going or in deciphering Ictters from friends in Germany. 


The Personal Touch 


As always in Toc H, it is the personal touch which counts 
most. The best gift our own Services Clubs in war-time brought 
to men and women, British and Allied, Indian or African, in 
this country, the Dominions, the Western Desert or the Burma 
jungle, was not a canteen but touches of home. The same, of 
course, it true in a new sense when we are dealing with our 
cx-cnemies, some of whom have not seen their own homes for 
years. The barrier of language and of a different background, 
even the distinction between victor and vanquished, is Bieten 
by a handshake and broken down altogether as men get to know 
each other. The German is a particularly domestic and home- 
loving creature and longs above all, as our own men and women 
in exile did, to get his feet under the table in a real home, which 
is even better than a club and worlds away from a barrack room. 
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There are now many cases in which Toc H members have proved 
this true. There are farmers in our ranks who know the 
prisoners who work so well for them on the same terms as their 
other men. There are married men who invite a prisoner to tea 
or to Sunday dinner weck after weck until he bcomes a true 
friend of the family, grown-ups and children alike. Already trips 
to Germany are being planned, and Hans and Georg are looking 
forward to bringing their wives and children back here when 
visits are possible again. No onc knows, of course, how soon 
such dreams can come true, but no one should dismiss them as 
absurd. Let us, at least, see that the P.o.W. whom we meet 
shall. so far as in us lies, go home as an ambassador of goodwill 
towards this country. This is a plain ‘Toc H job, for the Kingdom 
which we try to build is à Kingdom of Right Relationships. 
B.B. 


Pancake Party 


“ln spite of ansterity, cold wars, economie blizzards, February 
fowls and the need for web feci in the English climate, Toc H can 
sull rise surely to a cheerful occasion, a wise-erack and a friendly 
wibe, sing, or try to, and listen humbly to a challenging speaker. 
So let us make this party hum" 


O said the programme of the London Toc H Pancake Party 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, on Shrove Tuesday, 
February 10. And so they did. Traditionally this is Tubby’s 
way of introducing London members to the season of Lent, but 
the host was absent this year. Brian Dickson as compère kept 
the pace lively. The Male Voice Choir of London members 
sang. Gorgonzola Branch held a mecting on the stage at which 
everything went deliciously wrong, and the grand finale of the 
first half was the * Pancake Grease’, an all-in wrestle for strictly 
inedible offal. Our picture opposite shows the frying-pan in 
action, and then Sir Colin Jardine presenting the prize (a Siege 
of Mafeking 10s. note) to the winner. After the interval ‘ Light" 
was taken and then Herbert Leggate gave a stirring talk which 
sent 2,000 people home much encouraged. 
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A Good Sign 


URING war-time, many of our movements werc guided by 

a large variety of signs, directing one to Air Raid Shelter: 
and Wuarden’s Posts, or to Field Cashiers and Ammunition 
Dumps and such-like, not forgetting the many Toc H Services 
Clubs. The ditficulty, encountered today, when trying to locate 
the unfamiliar mecting-place of a Toc H unit quickens memory, 
and at such times one wishes that at least this item from the war 
time scrap book could be more generally adopted. 

A recent notice in the JourxaL told of metal Toc H directional 
signs that are obtainable from Headquarters, and now, the 
picture above shows members of Leigh-on-Sea Branch fixing into 
position at the side of their premises one they have themselves 
made, Painted in bright orange and black, and giving the day 
and time of mecüng, it stands out well, and should prove an 
cHective sign-post for travellers to Toc H at Leigh. It is hoped 
that other Toc H units will please note and, where possible, send 
us photographs or sketches of these ‘signs of the times’. 
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